Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 HAVANA 00906 221551Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 ACDA-12 NEA-10 /118W 

126223 221553Z/45 

P R 212132Z DEC 77 
FM USINT HAVANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 783 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
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CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 0906 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI XJ ET SO AO CU 

SUBJECT: WHEREABOUTS OF RAUL CASTRO 

1 . AS OF MORNING DECEMBER 21, DEFENSE MINISTER RAUL CASTRO HAS 
APPARENTLY NOT RETURNED TO CUBA FROM ANGOLA. (LAST NOTICE WE HAVE 
SEEN ON RAUL'S WHEREABOUTS WAS PRESS NOTICE THAT NETO RECEIVED HIM 
ON DECEMBER 15, BEFORE NETO S DEPARTURE FOR TANZANIA.) RAUL'S 
ABSENCE FROM CUBA IS SIGNIFICANT SINCE SOVIET NAVAL CHIEF ADMIRAL 
SERGEY GORSHKOV HAS BEEN HERE SINCE DECEMBER 16 AT RAUL'S INVITA- 
TION. (GORSHKOV TRAVELED TO SANTIAGO DE CUBA ON DECEMBER 19. NO 
NOTICE OF HIS WHEREABOUTS ON DECEMBER 20 HAS BEEN PROVIDED.) 

2. COMMENT: WE WONDER WHETHER RAUL, AFTER DECEMBER 15, MAY HAVE 
DEPARTED FROM ANGOLA ON UNANNOUNCED VISIT TO ETHIOPIA IN CONNECTION 
WITH BUILD-UP OF CUBAN ADVISORS THERE. (DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT 
MENGISTU VISIT TO HAVANA WAS NEVER PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED.) WE ALSO 
NOTE THAT CUBAN VICE-PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN POLICY KINGPIN CARLOS 
RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ STAYED FOR RATHER PROLONGED PERIOD IN IRAQ 
(DECEMBER 15 THROUGH 21 ) AND THAT HE MADE ONE-DAY TRIP TO PDRY, 
DECEMBER 20. BASED ON PAST PRECEDENT, SITUATION IN HORN WAS 
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PROBABLY DISCUSSED IN BOTH LOCATIONS. ONE-DAY PDRY STOPOVER MAY 
ALSO HAVE PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY FOR RODRIGUEZ TO CONFER WITH RAUL 
ON HORN SITUATION. OR, CONCEIVABLY, CARLOS RAFAEL MAY HIMSELF BE 
HEADED FOR ETHIOPIA. 

3. DEPARTMENT OR INFO ADDRESSEE INFORMATION ON ABOVE WOULD BE 
WELCOME. 
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